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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 286932 
ORIGIN EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 10-14 ISO-OO AGRE-00 CIAE-00 
COME-OO INR-07 LAB-04 NSAE-00 SP-02 STR-05 
TRSE-00 FRB-01 OMB-Ol L-03 /060 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/TEX:SFOUTS:HM 
APPROVED BY EB/TEX:WBREW 
COMMERCE - AGAREL 
LABOR - JHESTER 
STR MSMITH 
L/EB - CROH (SUBS) 

ARA/AND - DCOX 

023467 020311Z/62 

R 012040Z DEC 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS STATE 286932 

GENEVA FOR PHELAN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, CO 

SUBJECT: BILATERAL TEXTILE AGREEMENT CONVERSION TO NEW 
CATEGORY SYSTEM. 

1 . CONCERNED USG AGENCIES HAVE FURTHER REVIEWED PROBLEM 
OF CONVERSION OF US/COLOMBIAN BILATERAL TEXTILE AGREEMENT 
TO NEW U.S. TEXTILE CATEGORY SYSTEM FOR FINAL 6 MONTHS 

OF AGREEMENT (JANUARY - JUNE 1978). NEW CATEGORY SYSTEM 
WAS DISCUSSED WITH COLOMBIAN EMBASSY ECONOMIC OFFICER 
SARDI EARLIER THIS FALL. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 286932 

2. AS A RESULT OF REVIEW MENTIONED PARA 1, USG BELIEVES 
THAT MOST FEASIBLE COURSE IS TO CONTINUE TO ADMINISTER 
BILATERAL AGREEMENT UNDER CURRENT CATEGORY SYSTEM UNTIL 
ITS EXPIRATION (JUNE 30. 1978). TECHNICAL PROBLEMS 

INVOLVED IN CONVERTING TO NEW SYSTEM FOR PART OF AGREEMENT 
YEAR WOULD BE EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO HANDLE. BOTH FOR USG 
AND GOC. 
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3. IN ADMINISTERING AGREEMENT AFTER JANUARY 1, USG WILL 
UTILIZE CURRENT AGREEMENT LEVELS FOR THOSE CATEGORIES 
WHICH ARE IDENTICAL IN THE OLD AND NEW AGREEMENTS (I.E., 

OLD CATEGORY 9/10 NEW CATEGORY 313, OLD CATEGORY 120 
NEW CATEGORY 443, OLD CATEGORY 22 1 NEW CATEGORY 645/646). 

IN THOSE CASES WHERE THERE IS NO EXACT EQUIVALENCY 
BETWEEN CATEGORIES IN THE OLD AND NEW SYSTEMS, USG 
WILL COMPILE ENTRIES BY TSUSA NUMBER SO THAT THEY MAY 
BE PROPERLY CHARGED AGAINST LEVELS IN EFFECT UNDER OLD 
CATEGORY SYSTEM. 

4. USG WILL PROPOSE DATE DURING FIRST HALF OF 1978 

FOR NEGOTIATIONS ON NEW BILATERAL AGREEMENT. NEW CATEGORY 
SYSTEM WOULD BE INCORPORATED AS OF FIRST YEAR OF NEW 
AGREEMENT. 

5. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO CONVEY ABOVE INFORMATION TO 
APPROPRIATE GOC OFFICIALS. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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